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Woman To Watch

JENNIFER NEMEC

TITLE: Multidisciplinary designer/owner COMPANY: Ideation Studio Inc. AGE: 35
ACHIEVEMENTS: I'm most proud of establishing two companies: Ideation Studio Inc.. a
design/think tank consulting firm, and Milieu Inc., the brand name under which products will
be manufactured and launched. The two companies work in concert with each other, as well as
separately,

The recent project I'm most proud of is the design of McGrath Acura in Westmont, The
interior caplures the essence of the Acura brand in its overall feeling and through details such
as stainless steel conveyar belt column wraps and the optical effects of the graphics.

HOW YOU DID IT: I've always had a passion for design. I've continually been encouraged and had
my talents recognized, which helped to fuel my internal drive to succeed!

OBSTACLES: 1 was once told that being happy meant I couldn’t move up. [ was viewed as a ‘cheer-
leader’ of sorts, but what people didn't understand was that ‘leader’ is the larger part of that
wiord!

SIGNS OF SUCCESS: Achievements include winning first place in the National Housewares design
competition and being published in several publications featuring both retail store and prod-
uct design, including The Wall Street Journal, the book ‘America at Home,' Visual Identity
magazine, the Chicago Tribune and the Chicago Sun Times. In addition, my product concept
design work has been exhibited at the Ambiante Exposition for housewares in Frankfurt, Ger-
many and at several Neocon events al the Merchandise Mart.

LESSONS LEARNED: The key to most projects is creating a solid strategy to begin with. The estab-
lishment of the conceptual direction or framework sets the goals/criteria for a project and is
critical for success, The other eritical lesson is to be able to change vour vantage point to look
at a project as if through a microscope and a telescope—to see the detail but to also see the
sum of its parts as a whole,

MENTORS: T've never been fortunate enough to have a specific mentor whe ‘took me under
hig/her wing,” Rather, there has been a series of people who have influenced my life and career.
My parents’ influence was instilling me with an incredible work ethic and the spirit to never do
something ‘good enough.’ My best friend has incredible business and management savvy, and
is always there with advice.

ADVICE: Believe in the possibilities. | believe anything is possible if vou're willing to do what it
takes to get there! Always believe in vourself and believe you'll succeed,

FUTURE GOALS: I'm planning to launch a line of products, ®
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